
Student Status Reference Guide 
 
 

Once a college-bound student-athlete has registered with the NCAA Eligibility Center, 
he/she will begin seeing different status notifications in the account.  Below is a list of 
the different status types and a brief description of what that particular status means.   
 

Status Type Status Displayed Description 

Registration You are Not Registered Once you have completed the About 
Me, My Coursework, and My Sports 
sections and made payment or had a 
fee waiver approved, your registration 
will be complete. 

Registration Payment Pending If a user indicates he or she is eligible 
for a fee waiver, even though the user 
is considered registered, he or she will 
remain in a “payment pending” state 
until the fee waiver documentation is 
received from a high school 
administrator.  At that time, the 
college-bound student-athlete's 
payment will be marked as complete. 

Academic Waiver Approved An initial-eligibility waiver submitted on 
your behalf has been approved.  
Contact your institution's Compliance 
Department for details. 

Academic Waiver Partially Approved – 
Aid and Practice 

An initial-eligibility waiver submitted on 
your behalf has been partially 
approved to permit athletics aid and 
practice.  Contact your institution's 
Compliance Department for details. 

Academic Waiver Partially Approved – 
Athletics Aid Only 

An initial-eligibility waiver submitted on 
your behalf has been partially 
approved to permit athletics aid only.  
Contact your institution's Compliance 
Department for details. 

Academic Waiver Denied An initial-eligibility waiver submitted on 
your behalf has been denied.  Contact 
your institution's Compliance 
Department for details. 

Academic Early Academic Qualifier You are immediately eligible to 
receive athletics aid, practice and 
compete.  Contact your institution's 
Compliance Department for details. 

Academic Automatic Waiver Approved You are immediately eligible to 
receive athletics aid, practice and 
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compete.  Contact your institution's 
Compliance Department for details. 

Academic In Process Academic certification staff is 
reviewing the case. Once the review is 
complete, the case record is updated 
and is pending a possible quality 
control review. A case will remain “In 
Process” for no more than two 
business days and then be released 
with one of the following outcomes: a 
preliminary academic certification with 
or without a newly assigned task(s), a 
final certification, or a status change to 
one of the other three status 
designations.  Please note, a 
preliminary academic certification 
decision that, after being released, 
meets the Division I and/or II Early 
Academic Qualifier (EAQ) parameters, 
will switch to a final academic 
certification for the specific division the 
following night after it is released (i.e., 
a preliminary case “In Process” 
starting at 11 a.m. on Tuesday is 
released at 1 p.m. on Wednesday will 
switch to EAQ-approved Wednesday 
night). 

Academic Secondary Review The academic certification case is 
escalated within academic certification 
for issue-specific secondary review 
(e.g., post-graduate coursework 
identified, post-graduate test scores 
identified, illegible high school 
transcripts, changes to 
course/grade/credit identified on high 
school transcripts). This review will be 
completed within five business days, 
after which the case will be released 
with one of the following outcomes: a 
preliminary academic certification with 
or without a newly assigned task(s), a 
final certification, or a status change to 
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one of the other three status 
designations.  

Academic HS Decision Pending The academic certification case is 
pending resolution of an issue related 
to a high school or program (e.g., 
student attended  
a school or program with no List of 
NCAA Courses). This may mean the 
NCAA Eligibility Center has the 
information necessary to make a 
decision, and the decision is pending. 
It also may mean that the NCAA 
Eligibility Center has done all it can 
with an issue, and is awaiting 
information/action/response from the 
high school. This status will remain 
until a decision has been made 
regarding the school/program or 
issue. 

Academic Under Review The academic certification case 
review is escalated for a unique 
situation (e.g., PSA Review). While 
the goal is the expedited review and 
release of all cases, in these unique 
scenarios where there are numerous 
factors out of the NCAA Eligibility 
Center’s control, this review status 
has no completion service standard. 
However, once it has been released, 
the case will have one of the following 
outcomes: a preliminary academic 
certification with or without a newly 
assigned task(s), a final certification, 
or a status change to one of the other 
three status designations. 

Academic *Final Nonqualifier You will not be able to practice or 
compete for your college/university 
during your first year of college; or 
receive an athletics scholarship during 
your first year of college, although you 
may receive need-based financial aid. 

Academic *Final Partial Qualifier (Division II) You can practice with your 
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team at its home facility during your 
first year of college; receive an 
athletics scholarship during your first 
year of college; cannot compete 
during your first year of college; and 
can play four seasons in your sport if 
you maintain your academic eligibility 
year to year. 

Academic Academic Redshirt (Division I – beginning Aug. 1, 2016) 
You may receive an athletics 
scholarship during your first year of 
college and may practice in the first 
regular academic term (semester or 
quarter) but may not compete in your 
first year of college. 

Academic Final Qualifier You may receive an athletics 
scholarship, practice and compete in 
your first year of college. 

Amateurism Incomplete Web Entry Your Sports Participation section is 
incomplete.  Return to My Planner to 
determine which pages need 
completion. 

Amateurism Preliminary Certified No further review is required at this 
time. 

Amateurism Pending Review Your status requires further review by 
the amateurism certification staff. 

Amateurism Preliminary Not Certified You are not eligible to compete at an 
institution in this division due to the 
following condition(s). 

Amateurism Suspended Review Your amateurism status is no longer 
being reviewed because you are not 
currently on a Division I or II 
Institutional Request List. 

Amateurism Preliminary Not Certified You are not certified due to your non-
response to the amateurism 
certification staff's attempt(s) to 
request information. 

Amateurism Pending Review Your status requires further review by 
the amateurism certification staff. 

Amateurism Preliminary Certified with 
Conditions 

You must fulfill the condition(s) below 
before competing.   

Amateurism Final Certified You are certified to compete.  This is 
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only an amateurism status and 
depending on your situation, you may 
also need an academic decision to 
compete. 

Amateurism Final Not Certified You are not eligible to compete at an 
institution in this division due to the 
following condition(s). 

Amateurism Final Not Certified You are not certified due to your non-
response to the amateurism 
certification staff's attempt(s) to 
request information. 

Amateurism Final Certified with 
Conditions 

You must fulfill the condition(s) below 
before competing. 

Amateurism Not Applicable An amateurism certification is not 
required for this sport for this division. 

 

*Any waiver decision would take precedence over a final certification status. 


